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Overview 

The Committee 

The Drought 

Hard Red Spring 

Hard Red Winter 

The World Supply and Demand 

 

 



Montana Wheat and Barley 
Committee 

Created in 1967 

Seven grower-directors 

Research, Marketing and Education 

$4.5 million annual budget 



The Drought 

“Flash Drought”; “Hundred Year Drought” 

Montana’s growing regions 

The progression  

Photos 

 





Drought Monitor 

www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu 



May 2nd – June 6th  



June 6th  - July 4th  



July 4th – August 8th  



May 2nd – August 8th  



On The Ground 



On The Ground 



Hard Red Spring  

MT acres up slightly over 2016 

Projected production 47 million bushels 

Down nearly 40% from 2016 

Yield problems in NE / E. Montana; but 

quality looks very good 

Early harvest in ND and Golden Triangle 

are promising 

 





HRS State Grain Lab Data 



Hard Red Winter 

MT acres down by 400,000; 18% 

Projected production 76 million bushels 

Down 28% from 2016 

Good quality news from the Golden 

Triangle 

NASS questions?? 

 





HRW State Grain Lab Data 



Supply and Demand 



Supply and Demand 



HRS, HRW and Durum 



Thank You! 

cwatters@mt.gov 

MontanaWBC.com 
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