
BEHIND CLOSED GATES
THE REALITY OF RAILROAD SAFETY



Raymond, MN Derailment



East Palestine, OH Derailment



Lac-Mégantic, QC Derailment



Interstate Commerce Commission Report - 1889



SOFA Fatality Analysis



Close Clearance



Lac-Mégantic, QC Derailment



Failure to Secure/Clear Equipment
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Securing Hooks NOT in Use

Latch was NOT Tested

Points NOT Inspected for Proper Fit

Did NOT Stay 20 Feet Away when Equipment
Approached or Passed Over

Equipment was NOT Stopped at Clearance Point on
Trailing Point Move

Switch Operation Failures



Blue Flag Protection



70.8% •Blue Flag NOT Placed 
Properly

91.6% •Physical Protection 
NOT in Place

Blue Flag Failures



The Reality of Railroad Safety

Railroading is an extremely dangerous 
profession for the untrained worker.

Good railroading practices and procedures 
ensure employee safety - let’s use them.

It is up to us to ensure the 
safety of our rail workers.
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